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Trilateral Patent Statistics
Statistics on the Procedures

Item Office 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
examination rate EPO 91 91 91 91 91 90 89

JPO 45 47 48 48 53 54 54
USPTO 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

grant rate EPO 67 68 67 64 57 60 58
JPO  - 65 65 65 59 55 51.4
USPTO 67 69 70 70 71 70 65

opposition rate EPO 6 6 6 6 6 5.7 5.4
JPO  - 4 5 5 4 3.3 2.9
USPTO  -  - - -  -   -  -  

maintenance rate EPO 67 69 70 65 68 68.4 67.4
JPO  -  - - n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.
USPTO  -  - - -  -   -  -  

appeal rate EPO 48 51 51 51 46 48 45
    - on examinations JPO  -  - - -  -   -  -  

USPTO 5 7 6 6 -  5 4
   - on oppositions EPO 41 41 40 43 45 49 49

JPO  -  - - -  -   -  -  
USPTO  -  - - -  -   -  -  

   - on examinations EPO  -  - - -  -   -  -  
     and oppositions *) JPO 13,667 13,742 14,157 14,157 16,948 19,962 21,847

USPTO  -  - - -  -   -  -  
pending applications EPO 59,600 57,900 67,700 77,600 90,100 109,800 118,300
in search JPO  -  - - -  -   -  -  

USPTO  -  - - -  -   -  -  
pendency search in EPO 19 17 17 19 21 27.3 26.0
months JPO  -  - - -  -   -  -  

USPTO  -  - - -  -   -  -  
applications awaiting EPO 11,200 11,100 14,500 16,200 15,790 15,760 16,410
request for JPO 2,148,126 2,143,765 2,155,566 2,155,566 2,152,416 2,175,739 2,189,727
examination USPTO  -  - - -  -   -  -  
pending applications EPO 120,200 127,000 139,500 157,700 191,600 212,200 223,700
in examination JPO  -  - - - 433,020 478,363 500,420

USPTO 290,500 267,662 362,797 362,797 547,626 n.a. n.a.
Pendency first office EPO  - 16 18 18 21 20.7 23.0
action in months JPO 22 21 19 19 21 22.0 24.0

USPTO  - 10 13 13 13 14.4 16.6
pendency EPO 24 29 33 39 50 46.1 27.7
examination in JPO  -  - - - 27 27.7 28.7
months USPTO 22 23 24 24 25 24.7 24.7
pending applications EPO 3,720 3,730 3,270 3,030 2,470 1,360 1,250
in opposition JPO  -  - - n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.

USPTO  -  - - -  -   -  -  
pendency opposition EPO 17 18 14 14 12 6.6 6.6
in months JPO  -  - - n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.

USPTO  -  - - -  -   -  -  

*) Only numbers are available


